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The number one sports writer for kids discusses the personal life and baseball career of Derek

Jeter, the young man from Michigan who achieved his dream to play shortstop for the New York

Yankees. Includes career highlights and player's stats. Illustrations.
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As with other juvenile biographies in the Matt Christopher "On the Field/Court with..." series, this

look at New York Yankee shortstop Derek Jeter emphasizes work ethic and family life as much as it

does achievements on the baseball diamond. Since Jeter dreamed of being the Yankee's shortstop

since he was a little boy, the first half of the book follows the "dreams come true" motif, while the

second half of the book, covering how Jeter's Yankees won three World Series in his first four

seasons in the Major Leagues comes under the "succeeding beyond your wildest dreams" heading.

In relating key moments for Jeter at bat, on the bases or in the field, there is an admirable attempt to

provide the details and not merely refer to things you might remember having seen on television.

But there is always something of an educational purpose behind these sports biographies, so young

readers will also learn that despite all his talent, Jeter had to work very hard to become a baseball

star. Being considered the top high school player in the country does not mean you are ready for



professional baseball, even at the lowest minor league level. Young readers will be informed to

learn that Jeter's fielding style and batting swing had to be readjusted to make him a better player.

They might also learn something from the relationship he enjoyed with his parents and his attitude

towards people and school, as well as towards sports, that make him such an admired sports

figure.I believe this biography is written by Glen Stout, although it is copyrighted by Catherine M.

Christopher for whom Matt ChristopherTM is a trademark. It only sounds confusing. One of the fun

thing with these books is that they are not written "down" to the level of their readers.
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